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FDC Learning Academy 

SERVICES TO CHILDREN 
Wednesday, March 9, 2011 

9:00am – 11:00 am (Pacific Time) 

 
9:00 – 9:05 a.m. Welcome and Opening Remarks  
   Linda Carpenter, M.Ed.   
  
 
9:05 – 9:15 a.m. Services to Children: A National Perspective and Framework  
   Linda Carpenter, M.Ed.  
 
   
9:15 – 9:55 a.m. Screening and Assessing Risk in Infants and Young Children with 

Prenatal Exposure to Alcohol and Illicit Drugs   
   Ira J. Chasnoff, M.D.   
 
 
9:55 – 10:25 a.m.   Lessons Learned – A Judicial Perspective on Services to Children 
                         Honorable Judge Erica Yew   
 
 
10:25 – 10:40 a.m.   Questions and Discussion      
   Next Steps  and Resources  
   Linda Carpenter, M.Ed.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

*This project is supported by Award No. 2009-DC-BX-K069 awarded by the  
Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention, Office of Justice Programs 
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P r e s e n t e r  B i o g r a p h i e s  

 
Linda Carpenter, M.Ed.  

Ms. Carpenter currently serves as the Program Director for the In-Depth Technical 
Assistance program at Children and Family Futures (CFF). In that role, Ms. Carpenter 
provides technical assistance to jurisdictions across the nation in the areas of cross-
system collaboration, comprehensive family-centered treatment, and assisting states 
and communities improve outcomes for families the intersection of child welfare, 
substance abuse, and court systems. 

Ms. Carpenter has worked for over 30 years in the early childhood, education/special 
education, substance abuse and child welfare fields. She has held senior level positions 
in local government which included directing substance abuse services for children, 
adolescents and families, a 125-bed emergency shelter facility, and a diagnostic clinic for 
young children with suspected developmental delays. As a consultant Ms. Carpenter has 
worked with both public and private organizations providing training and technical 
assistance, grant writing, cross-systems collaboration and strategic planning.  Her work 
with FIRST 5 Santa Clara County involves working with the courts, child welfare, mental 
health, substance abuse and public health agencies, community-based organizations 
and local school districts to develop a cross-disciplinary system of care for children 
prenatal through age five and their families.  

Ms. Carpenter holds a Master´s Degree in Education/Special Education from San Jose 
State University with an emphasis on Learning Disabilities and Social/Emotional 
Disorders. 

 
Ira J. Chasnoff, M.D.  

Dr. Chasnoff is President of the Children’s Research Triangle and a Professor of Clinical 
Pediatrics at the University of Illinois College of Medicine in Chicago. He is one of the 
nation's leading researchers in the field of child development and the effects of 
maternal alcohol and drug use on the newborn infant and child. Dr. Chasnoff’s most 
recent work focuses on community approaches to the integration of behavioral health 
services into primary health care for women and children and the occurrence of co-
occurring mental health disorders in children who have been exposed to alcohol, 
methamphetamine, cocaine, and other drugs.   Dr. Chasnoff has authored numerous 
research articles and seven books, the most recent of which, The Mystery of Risk, 
explores the biological and environmental factors that impact the ultimate development 
of alcohol- and drug-exposed children and presents practical strategies for helping 
children reach their full potential at home and in the classroom.  His work has been 
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cited as the basis for US Supreme Court decisions and has been recognized by the Hague 
International Court.  The recipient of several awards for his work with high risk women, 
children, and families, Dr. Chasnoff for several years has been selected by a poll of 
physicians across the nation for listing in America’s Best Doctors, cited for his ability to 
translate complex medical and psychosocial issues into relevant policy that guides the 
delivery of quality services.   Dr. Chasnoff has been active in establishing comprehensive 
family intervention programs for children in Australia, Denmark, Portugal, Vietnam, the 
former Soviet Union, and across the United States and has lectured on this topic around 
the world. 

 
Honorable Erica Yew 
 

Governor Gray Davis appointed Yew, a San Jose native, to the Santa Clara County 
Superior Court on October 2, 2001.  Yew is the first Asian-American female to serve on 
this bench.  Currently she is in the Juvenile Dependency division of the Court and helped 
to found Family Wellness Court, a $6.3 million project funded by the federal 
government and First 5, which serves children under the age of three years whose 
families are struggling with addiction, homelessness, poverty, violence and other issues.  
Family Wellness Court won a Unity in Diversity Award in 2010 from the Santa Clara 
County Board of Supervisors. 

 

In addition to the law, community service is important to Yew.  In 1990, the Santa Clara 
County Bar Association (SCCBA) named her Pro Bono Attorney of the Year.  The 
California State Bar gave Yew the Wiley W. Manuel Award for Pro Bono Legal Services in 
1991.  In 1995, the Santa Clara County Board of Supervisors and the Human Relations 
Commission conferred the Award of Special Merit upon Yew for her service to the 
community.  Also in 1995, the Honorable Zoe Lofgren entered Yew’s name in the United 
States Congressional Record in recognition of her volunteer efforts.  In January 2001, 
Yew won an award from the Avanti Foundation for her volunteerism.  In March 2002, 
the Asian Law Alliance gave Yew its Distinguished Recognition Award.  In November 
2002, Yew received a Trailblazer Award from the National Asian Pacific American Bar 
Association (NAPABA). In September 2003, Yew was recognized by the SCCBA Women 
Lawyers Committee.  In November 2003, Asian Americans for Community Involvement 
(AACI) honored Yew, conferring upon her its “Giving Voice to Women” award.  In 
January 2005, Yew received the SCCBA Justice Byrl R. Salsman Award for her long-term 
contributions to the legal profession.  On March 14 2005, Yew was named Woman of 
the Year for District 24 by California Assembly member Rebecca Cohen.  In March 2006, 
Yew received the Juliette Gordon Low award from the Girl Scouts of Santa Clara County.  
In March 2007, Yew received a Certificate of Appreciation from the Santa Clara 
Domestic Violence Council for her work in the area of family violence.  In May 2008, 
AACI gave a Community Star Award to Yew.  In March 2009, the San Jose Business 
Journal named Yew a 2009 Women of Influence in the Silicon Valley.  In July 2009, Yew 
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received an Opening Doors to Justice Award from the Public Interest Clearinghouse.  In 
October 2009, Yew received an Unsung Heroes Award from the SCCBA Diversity 
Committee.  In March 2010, Yew was honored by the Asian American Woman’s Alliance.  
In November 2010, Yew won an Access to Justice Award from the Pro Bono Project for 
her work in the area of domestic violence. 

 

Yew was appointed by the Supreme Court to the Commission on Judicial Performance 
(CJP) in December 2010.  Yew serves as one of three judicial members on this eleven 
person state agency that is responsible for investigating complaints of judicial 
misconduct and disciplining bench officers.  In October 2009, Yew was appointed by 
Chief Justice Ronald George to the California Judicial Council, which is the policymaking 
body of the California Courts. 

 


